Mystery of Mystica: A Skulls-a-bones’ Investigation

The Unknown History of Kappa Alpha Sigma 

Within the previous articles, a clear picture of Sigma Alpha (Tech Club) has emerged.  However, there is far more to the story of Lambda-Epsilon than just a spearhead group of students struggling to receive national colonization.  This particular article focuses upon all of the collectively known history of Kappa Alpha Sigma – the other spearhead group that merged with Sigma Alpha to create Kappa Sigma Alpha – the final group requesting admittance through the twelfth gate!  There is an extreme lack of documentation concerning Kappa Alpha Sigma.  Very few records were kept – and a majority of this article is based upon pure speculation and the recollection of Brothers rather than original meeting minutes or other documents.  

To review the information posted in previous articles, in 1968 members of the Tech Club, an organization later known as Sigma Alpha, assisted in the organized the Inter-fraternity Council at FTU.  The Tech Club (Sigma Alpha) originally held the secretarial position of the IFC throughout the formulative years of the FTU Greek system.  This body presided over all Greek affairs on campus and it was a necessity to have such a body due to the increasing number of fraternal organizations.  By 1969 the IFC at FTU was composed of one representative from each fraternity, although early on the IFC was nothing more than a singular ad hoc committee.  IFC was specifically designed to "govern, regulate, recognize, and protect the rights of the social fraternities on the campus of FTU" as per the vague commandments of the “Student Body Handbook.”  Furthermore, "every group wishing to start a fraternity must be recognized as a member of IFC in order to exist as an organization on the FTU campus" – a very discretionary policy.  Even before the Central Florida Alumni Association had organized local Kappa Sigma alumni to seek an FTU local organization to charter, other fraternities had been hard at work.  It was the intention of several groups that first emerged to become national fraternities by petitioning existing national or international college social fraternities, thus a majority of the organizations at FTU had outright adopted Greek letter designations similar to the groups they were petitioning for colonization.  The remaining organizations did not seek national recognition; however, they also quickly adopted Greek Letter designations as competition for the slim 3,000 student body (both male and female) membership was great.  It was as if the lack of a Greek letter designation placed a group at the bottom of the pecking order.  Kappa Sigma was never even considered by these any of these original organizations until after the Central Florida Alumni Association of Kappa Sigma was founded, and actively pursued the two separate groups - -Sigma Alpha and Kappa Alpha Sigma.  As documented in early Technical Club minutes, as well as the 1969 - 70 FTU Student Handbook, these first organizations that were social fraternities for men were:

Chi Alpha


Petitioning Lambda Chi Alpha

Sigma Alpha


Petitioning Sigma Alpha Epsilon

Pi Kappa Epsilon

Petitioning Pi Kappa Alpha

Sigma Sigma Upsilon

Petitioning Sigma Chi

Phi Alpha Epsilon

Petitioning Sigma Alpha Epsilon

Tau



Petitioning Alpha Tau Omega

Later, Tau Epsilon Rho (petitioning Tau Epsilon Phi), Delta Tau (petitioning Delta Tau Delta), Kappa Alpha Sigma (petitioning Kappa Alpha Order), Sigma Sigma Upsilon (later changed to Sigma Sigma Chi -- petitioned Sigma Chi), and finally with the unification of Kappa Alpha Sigma and Sigma Alpha, Kappa Sigma Alpha would emerge (petitioning Kappa Sigma).  These events shall be forthwith discussed; however, for now it must be noted that two groups present on campus in 1968 desired to become chapters of Sigma Alpha Epsilon.  This discrepancy arose because Sigma Alpha (Tech Club) formed as a group and thus, they had no choice but to petition a fraternity, for it was in their best interest.  The previous article discussed how many Sigma Alpha members were disinterested in petitioning a national fraternity; however, the entire subject of what fraternity the remaining members were petitioning was left completely untouched.  Sigma Alpha was in the prepubescent stages of petitioning Sigma Alpha Epsilon, not Kappa Sigma!   Another group, Phi Alpha Epsilon, was also petitioning SAE.  Only after Sigma Alpha merged with Kappa Alpha Sigma to form the Kappa Sigma colony did Phi Alpha Epsilon progress with their petition with Sigma Alpha Epsilon.  It is apparent that SAE hoped the two competing groups would merge into one colony.  Instead, Sigma Alpha took an entirely opposite road and merged with another small local organization with the intention of petitioning Kappa Sigma!

Throughout the 1970’s, and continuing to this day, a faculty advisor was needed before any group could be considered a legitimate club or organization by the university.  Tech Club members approached Dr. Robert Bledsole, a Brother of Sigma Alpha Epsilon in 1969 for sponsorship and he immediately agree to help the group gain official status on campus.  Dr. Bledsoe even went as far as to meet the group in front of the library during 1969 to serve as the flagman at the finish line of a car rally Sigma Alpha hosted.  Members wondered what Dr. Bledsoe must have thought when later that quarter Sigma Alpha hosted a body paint exposition.  Little sisters dressed in bathing suits and tickets were sold to allow young gentleman to “paint” sections of their bodies.  Each section cost a quarter, and “an arm had 4 or 5 sections.”  “Sue D’ercole was our primary ‘paintee’” recalls Ben Peterson.  “She was a great sport and a good friend.  I wonder what happened to her in life?” 

Although future plans would include Sigma Alpha petitioning a national fraternity, their immediate goals in 1969 were not focused upon becoming part of any national order.  Thus, the petition process was a front for the group to be recognized on campus while the group could concentrate upon rush, parties, and socialization activities.  Even the members of Sigma Alpha that were left after the mass exodus during the Fall quarter of 1970 were not very serious about becoming part of a national fraternity because it would bring regulation, discipline, monetary programming and enforcement, and a new status to the order.  Simply, Sigma Alpha Brothers were happier as a freelance local fraternity with no ties or hindrances from any higher-level authority.  They enjoyed having free reign over their decisions although they realized that one day they would have to affiliate with a national organization – everyone else was doing it, and to not petition a national fraternity would bring about sudden death to the group.  The best way to summarize the group is that they went with the flow, adopted Greek letters, and focused upon self preservation within the bounds of the regulations imposed by FTU.     

It was known by the administration that the intention of some of these early groups was to achieve national fraternity status; however, according to administration accounts the overall feeling of the administration of FTU from 1968 to 1971 was that national fraternities were unnecessary and unwanted.  National groups were considered a liability.  They were nothing more than another burden that needed to be closely watched and guarded.  It was productive to have small college social groups but it was not necessary for a school of less than 3,000 students to have national fraternities.  Attempts to create a local fraternity were easily accepted by the administration but a scornful frown was given when these groups desired to petition their respective organizations.  This was made clearly evident thought the 1968 - 1971 period.  Beforehand it can be noted that groups such as the Tech Club were not designated with Greek letters.  The reality behind this lack of Hellenic designations is because the campus administration did not want Greek organizations on the campus and several of these original groups did not want to be affiliated with national societies.  

Other early groups were not even social in this perspective such as Circle K, the college level of Kiwanis.  But during a Fraternity Information meeting at 11 am early in January 1969 it was announced by the administration under the guidance of Dr. W. Rex Brown then an original member of Student Affairs that "national colonies and chapters [would] be permitted only after F.T.U. accreditation…Permission was given for F.T.U. to have local fraternities with Greek names organized under a local I.F.C."  One must wonder whether or not FTU administration realized that each of the fraternities had Greek letters that were one letter off national groups, such as Phi Alpha Epsilon, petitioning Sigma Alpha Epsilon.  Beforehand, a single solitary undated scrap of paper depicts the premeditated formulation of IFC by the Tech Club.  It reads:

The IFC format accepted or rejected by the Student Government and than the IFC should have to power of recognition and acceptance of new groups on campus.  This would be moved that all clubs and organizations should petition the IFC for recognition and not the Student Government because the IFC is made up of members of each organization on/or to be on campus.  

It appears that the groups composing the IFC were making strides in using politically correct tactics to out-maneuver FTU policies!  In this, they were the authority in accepting new groups, and evidence clearly proves that the IFC did not care if a group was petitioning for national colonization even in FTU was against it.  How could anyone prove that a group was petitioning a national college fraternity simply by a Greek letter designation?  More evidence was needed, and FTU could never obtain this knowledge without violating the Civil Rights of the student populace.

By January 28, 1969 the IFC was still operating under ad hoc committees.  Only five fraternal societies are registered to be in existence at this time.  They are the Tech Club, Pi Kappa Epsilon, Sigma Sigma Upsilon, Chi Alpha, and Taus.  A proposed constitution was first designed by members of this committee and released to the administration.  Officially then, no actual Greek letter social fraternities could have been recognized by the administration until after the formation on the IFC and the Fraternity Information Meeting in January of 1969.  

To make matters more difficult, Fred Carter, the delegate of Pi Kappa Epsilon stated that "1) F.T.U. is looking for the "best" and that 2) use of national names and letters could jeopardize F.T.U.'s future communications with N.I.C. fraternities."  This was refuted by Jim Fay who stated that "some groups anticipate using national names…."  Sometime between January 15, 1969 and February 27, 1969 the name Tech Club was changed to Sigma Alpha and thus every local fraternity had taken to use Greek letters –the Tech Club was the last group to do so.  Everyone was on the “band wagon.”

A final reminder to these groups that their activities were being noted for future policy implementation and regulation was depicted before the name change of the Tech Club took effect when Wenda J. Russel of the Office of Student Affairs released a memo to all student organizations in which it was stated that all social events be registered with the University and scheduled in the Village Center three days prior to the event.  This was outlined in the student Handbook, however, what was not specifically stated was released to Russel’s memo -- the requirement that all social events have a full-time member of the F.T.U. faculty or administration staff in attendance.  The FTU administration definitely planned to keep close coverage over the activities of the new fraternities.  But, as Ben Peterson noted, the “most popular place to [host activities] was the student center probably because it was air conditioned.” The administration was most-likely covering themselves from liability while still being able to oversee youthful campus activities.  
Thus far, the 1969-70 organization of social groups, and their administration by FTU staff is extremely confusing.  FTU had no plans for college social organizations and most of the vague policies were made off-the-cuff as the need for management arose.  FTU created social activities when the need to do so was apparent, such as the “Spring Queen Contest of 1969” when a queen would be chosen to “reign over the Florida Technological University Spring Formal, “A Night In Granada’.”  Only official student organizations could nominate a candidate, and most Sigma Alpha members cannot recall the event, further supporting the fact that FTU was not interested in actively supporting the expanding role student societies would play within the culture of the new university.  If active members of a social group mocked the event, how could the event have influenced any of the social student body?  It appears that most FTU events, such as parent days, were aimed at capturing the non-fraternity student body in a socially acceptable form.  Fraternity men were regarded as party animals that needed to be enculturated within conservative FTU events, such as high school-like prom queen elections, and parental hand-shaking socials.

What then does any of this have to do with Kappa Alpha Sigma, the topic of this essay?  Kappa Alpha Sigma emerged during the turmoil of this lack of FTU planning for social groups during the Summer quarter of 1969.  A small portion of students were obviously interested in joining social groups; however, none of the existing groups fulfilled their immediate desires.  Thus, these students obtained their own faculty sponsorship and started their own organizations.  During the Summer quarter of 1969, Kappa Alpha Sigma (petitioning the Kappa Alpha Order) and Tau Epsilon Rho (petitioning Tau Epsilon Phi ) emerged.  The number of students seeking alternate groups was quite remarkable.  Kappa Alpha Sigma originally had 16 active members while Tau Epsilon Phi had 45 active members!  61 members was quite the treasure chest of new membership during this time to be lost to new organizations – most rush events never even saw that level of new membership potential!

The following description is all that remains of the history of Kappa Alpha Sigma.  Up until 1996, other documents were available (and I even read them several times), however, all of the other documents mysteriously vanished at the new chapter house after it opened (these documents and a summary of them shall be provided in the following paragraphs).

Kappa Alpha Sigma was founded by three young men, Jeff Junkins, Jim Miller, and Rick Smiley.  Seeking a lasting, binding brotherhood, they formed KAS in the summer of 1969.  After holding a meeting towards the end of October [1969], they recruited twelve other brothers with similar ideals and goals.

On November 4th, the first regular business meeting was held.  A constitution was approves and certain By-laws were arrived at.  Initial officers were elected” Jim Miller – President, Rick Smiley – Vice President, Jeff Junkins – Secretary/Treasurer, and Jim Van Horn – Sargent at arms (sic).

On November 9th [1969], the KAS fraternity was tentatively accepted as a member of the Inter-fraternity Council of F.T.U., to undergo a three-month probationary period. 

Later in the month, the first work project at the Edgewood Boys Ranch was enthusiastically carried out.  The following week the brothers returned to the ranch and decided to make this their full-time project.

A massive New Year’s Eve party was held, and the fifty people that attended had a good time.

Car washes held December 28th, 30th, and February 22nd, made enough money over $225.00, to allow the brothers to hire a band and hold a rush party January 21st, for the IFC winter rush.  

Of the winter pledge class, four pledges were initiated as brothers.

Several parties provided rest periods during the quarter, and participation in basketball, track, volleyball, tennis, and golf intramurals developed unity through physical achievement.  

Scholastically, KAS was fourth overall among the eight F.T.U. fraternities.

Through the efforts of Inter-fraternity Council representatives Rick Smiley, and Jim Miller, Jeff Junkins was elected as the IFC Judicial Board in April.

After an unanimous vote, the brothers of Kappa Alpha Sigma decided upon a merger with Sigma Alpha on April 5th, 1970, to become a part of the number one fraternity on the Florida Technological University campus.

Kappa Sigma Alpha was officially formed on April 19, 1970 when the merger was approved by the Inter-fraternity Council.  A merger party was held at the barn with a local rock group providing the entertainment.  The brothers of both groups became well acquainted.  The traces of both os these individual groups have been removed.  We are now one unity striving for the same common goal of Kappa Sigma Colonization.    

Although this explication may be filled with positive words, it is apparent that Kappa Sigma Alpha was in dire straights directly after its formation.  Kappa Alpha Sigma was originally petitioning the Kappa Alpha Order, an entirely Southern fraternity based upon the teachings of Robert E. Lee, the commanding Confederate General of the Army of Northern Virginia during the Civil War, as well as all Confederate forces.  The Kappa Alpha Order prides itself on being a small and unique fraternity – exceptionally selective in their membership.  Kappa Alpha Sigma was in direct correspondence with the Kappa Alpha Order when the eventual conclusion was drawn that KAS did not meet them minimum requirements of colonization. They lacked membership, had no history of existence, and managed to pull-off only a four-man pledge class throughout their existence.  In fact, only a handful of letters ever exchanged hands regarding KAS colonization with the Kappa Alpha Order.  Their petition was denied.  Thus, KAS, being a small local fraternity, had no choice but to join forces with another small group – Sigma Alpha – otherwise their membership would dwindle into nothing.  Separate, the two groups could never obtain colonization by a national fraternity.  However, by combining their membership, the two groups would almost readily be accepted by any fraternity.  One last interesting note can be attributed to the only other document still in existence concerning Kappa Alpha Sigma.  On January 16th, 1970, several months before the merger, KAS made one last futile effort to recruit the additional membership that would ensure their existence.  A form letter addressed to Lloyd Woosley, as authored by Richard “Jeff” Junkins stated:

Dear Lloyd:

For Some little time passed you have been seeing quite a bit of the brothers of Kappa Alpha Sigma, or have been hearing favorably of the brothers.  They have become very much interested in you and have been very well pleased with your conduct here on the campus and in your relations with fellow students.  You are very well acquainted with the fraternity situation here and it is needless for me to point out to you the many advantages in belonging to a good, strong brotherhood, and eventually becoming one of us.  In fact, we can’t help but feel that it is to our mutual advantage and interests that you consider this matter favorably at this time.  We sincerely hope you pledge Kappa Alpha Sigma at this time.  With the best wished of the fraternity at heart I am

Sincerely Yours, 

Richard J. Junkins.

This story is more complex than this – simply because of the emergence of the Kappa Sigma Central Florida Alumni Association – the group that suggested KAS and SA merge to petition Kappa Sigma.  Before I once again change tracks to the KSAACF, let me conclude my discussion upon Kappa Alpha Sigma by stating that the group emerged during a time when other groups had already been firmly established for a year.  These other groups, despite their dilemmas, had a membership base, collected dues, had publicity, and were recognized by FTU.  Neither of the two emerging groups (Kappa Alpha Sigma or Tau Epsilon Rho) would last on the campus of FTU for more than two quarters.  

The KSAACF and its spearhead movement to unite and colonize SA and KAS is an entirely different venture that should be revealed within the next article.  The next article shall discuss this topic as well as lead into the actual merger, colonization, and charterization of Lambda-Epsilon.  

